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REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 

REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 

Florida, from the Committee on Rules, 
submitted a privileged report (Rept. 
No. 109–498) on the resolution (H. Res. 
862) waiving a requirement of clause 
6(a) of rule XIII with respect to consid-
eration of certain resolutions reported 
from the Committee on Rules, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 
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WE’RE MAKING GREAT PROGRESS 
IN IRAQ 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, despite what 
some on the left may say, we are mak-
ing terrific progress in the global war 
on terror. Last week, U.S. forces took 
out al Qaeda’s number one terrorist in 
Iraq who was responsible for countless 
murders and terrorist attacks around 
the globe. This was an incredible vic-
tory for the U.S. military and intel-
ligence communities. This great ac-
complishment is concrete evidence 
that the Iraqi people are cooperating 
with our troops. They are supporting 
our mission and are demonstrating 
their desire to be free. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of our 
troops for the great strides they have 
made. We have crushed Saddam Hus-
sein’s brutal dictatorship and have cap-
tured thousands of terrorists. Iraqi 
children are in school and Iraqi busi-
nesses are prospering. Iraq has had sev-
eral successful elections and has 
formed their government under a new 
prime minister. And although it is 
rarely reported by the media, there is 
undeniable progress and hope in Iraq 
with each new day. The Iraqi people 
have proven they long for freedom and 
will continue to fight the terrorists by 
establishing a free, democratically 
elected government. However, our 
work is not done. We must stand firm 
in this war on terror until the job is 
done and until Iraq can defend and gov-
ern itself completely. 
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b 2115 

CRUEL AND UNUSUAL 
PUNISHMENT—NOT— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, there are a se-
lect few men and women in this world 
who know in advance the exact time of 
their death. The crime victims are not 
in that group. Without time to prepare, 
they never get to say goodbye for the 
last time. They never get to hug their 
kids goodbye, their parents for the last 
time. The last person they usually see 
on earth is the killer, the one who 
steals their life. 

One of those victims was Pensacola, 
Florida, police officer Stephen Taylor. 
He was handcuffing a bank robber that 
he had captured when another bandit 
named Clarence Hill cowardly shot Of-
ficer Taylor in the back, killing him. 
This was in 1982, 24 years ago. 

Hill was tried and sentenced to 
death, and his sentence was proper. He 
was to be executed with a date and 
time predetermined by law. He knew 
when he was to meet his maker. 

When at the very last minute he 
claimed that lethal injection is cruel 
and unusual punishment, our Supreme 
Court today agreed that his civil rights 
might have been violated and stayed 
the execution indefinitely. The courts 
have to figure this all out, according to 
the Supreme Court. 

Today the Supreme Court’s wayward 
ruling will undo sentences and the san-
ity of grieving families. 

Mr. Speaker, has the Supreme Court 
lost its way? Soon many murderers and 
child rapists and armed robbers will 
scurry to have their sentence stopped. 
They will claim their deaths might be 
too cruel and unusual. Cruel and un-
usual they are not. Mr. Speaker, 37 of 
the 38 States in the United States that 
use the death penalty use lethal injec-
tion, a hardly unusual means of death 
when most States use it. 

Note the phrase is cruel and unusual 
punishment, not cruel or unusual pun-
ishment. Lethal injection drugs, those 
are the same drugs given to surgery pa-
tients every day, just in a different 
dosage. 

But the people on death row who 
hope Hill’s case will serve their lives 
have committed crimes more painful 
than any drug could be, holding some-
one’s head under water, stabbing some-
one dozens of times till they bleed to 
death, raping, robbing and bludgeoning 
their victims until every cry is si-
lenced. Those folks have earned the 
right to be executed. 

I spent 22 years as a felony trial 
judge and 8 years as a felony court 
prosecutor in Texas. I have probably 
tried more cases and more death pen-
alty cases than all the Justices on the 
Supreme Court put together, and I 
dealt with the Constitution every day, 
especially the issues of the Bill of 
Rights. 

I have been down there in the trial 
court, down in the mud and the blood 
and the beer with vicious criminal 
cases, and I have seen the families of 
murder victims grieve and pray and 
hope that justice will occur in their 
case when some outlaw snuffs out the 
life of their loved one. The death pen-
alty is proper in proper cases. Some 
people deserve that punishment. Hill is 
one of those people. 

Mr. Speaker, his guilt is not in 
doubt, just the means of his execution 
is in doubt, according to the Supreme 
Court. You know we went from hanging 
criminals to the electric chair to the 
gas chamber to the firing squad to this, 
quote, put them to a quiet peaceful 
death, the lethal injection. 

Now those that are more concerned 
about the way criminals die than they 
are concerned about the way victims 
die say this death will be and may be a 
little painful. This ought not to be. 
Criminals should not have more rights 
than victims. This case is 26 years old. 
That absurd delay in sentencing is 
cruel and unusual to the family of the 
victims. 

Gunning down officer Taylor by 
shooting him in cold blood is cruel and 
unusual punishment for him, the vic-
tim. Lethal injection for this killer is 
neither cruel nor unusual, it is just jus-
tice. 

And that’s the way it is. 

f 

THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
am going to be joined by some of our 
colleagues tonight as we begin our dis-
cussion in this great body, in this great 
House talking about the war on ter-
rorism and the global war that we face. 

Mr. Speaker, before I began that dis-
cussion with my colleagues, I want to 
take just a few moments and address 
some of the statements that the minor-
ity made during their hour that pre-
ceded this. They have talked a lot 
about spending, and they have talked a 
good bit about their dissatisfaction 
with spending. 

One of the things that I would like to 
remind the Members of this body and 
those that are watching this debate to-
night is that much of that spending 
takes place because of the bureaucracy 
that has been built in this Congress 
over the past 50 years. 

Now, you go back and you look at 
what transpired in the 1960s and the 
way the bureaucracies grew, and the 
way programs grew. You see all around 
here that this bureaucracy has been 
built as a monument to many of our 
colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle. They have put their energy into 
that. They have put that into growing 
this government here in Washington. 
Many of them believe that the govern-
ment here in Washington knows better 
than the folks back home. I disagree 
with that. 

I would encourage our colleagues to 
join with us as we work on waste, fraud 
and abuse, as we work toward reducing 
the size of this government. When we 
passed the Deficit Reduction Act that 
would have made nearly 1 percent 
across the board cut, they chose not to 
cast a vote in favor of that. 

But they do enjoy coming and talk-
ing about how wonderful they feel it 
would be to have a debt-free America 
and a balanced budget, and, yes, that is 
something we would like to do, but we 
don’t want that budget to be balanced 
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